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sure that collective action through government remained feasi-
ble. He would not allow the First Amendment, nor any other
constitutional provision, to entitle the powerful to dominate the
government. His opinion in Red Lion, his approach to commer-
cial speech, and his consistent defense of campaign finance leg-
islation provide a testament to his view that the First Amend-
ment need not mean dominance by the powerful.

In short, an appreciation for the ordinary citizen, both as
an individual facing powerful forces and as a majority of "the
people" in whose name government acted, is central to Byron
R. White's free speech jurisprudence. As a result, Justice
White can be considered a populist with a small "p," one who
was concerned with protecting the individual citizen from the
sometimes overwhelming forces found in government and
commercial enterprises.


